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In this presentation Amy B. Hair, MD, explores how immaturity of the liver, gut, pancreas, and microbiome contributes
to impaired fatty acid absorption in preterm infants. Using translational and clinical research, the presentation connects
human milk composition, digestive organ development, and microbial function to growth outcomes. Dr. Hair examines
how milk source, fortification, and targeted dietary intervention with human milk cream can influence preterm infant
metabolism and microbial pathways. The session frames current knowledge gaps and ongoing research efforts
aimed at translating microbiome and fat absorption science into practical strategies to support growth in vulnerable neonatal
populations.
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